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TRIAL OF THOMAS PAINE. 6 4 


LON DON, ns Tueſday, . 18. 2792 
THE KING AGAINST THOMAS PAINE. 
Before Lord KENTON by the Allow Pein! FURY. 


JOHN W p ri Mrncnaur, Foreman. | 


JOHN LIGHTFOOT, RICHARD TUGWELL, 
CHRIS, TADDY, _ {JOHN PORTER, . 
ROBERT OLIPHANT, |} THOMAS DRUCE, 


CORNELIUS DENOVAN, | ISAAC RAIL'TON, 
ROBERT ROLLES TON, HENRY EVANS, 
HN LUBOCK,, _' 5 MERCHANTS, 


R PERCIVAL opened the pleadings on the part 
of the Crown. He ſaid, this was an informa · 
tion . Trzomas Pax, for that he being à perſon 
of a wicked, malicious, and ſeditious diſpoſition ; and 
wiſhing to introduce diſorder and confufion, and. to 
cauſe it to be believed, that the Crown of this kmg- 
dom was contrary to the Rights of the Inhabitants of 
this kingdom; and to caule it to be belRyed allo, that 
the Bill of Rights was a Bill of Wrongs and Inſults; 
all tenging to bring the government of this” country 
into contempt and endeavouring to cauſe it to be be- 
lie ved that the Parliament of this country was openly 
corrupt in the face of day; and in order to withdraw 7 
the affection of the people of this kingdom, againſt tge *Þ 
law and conſtitution of this country, that he Thomas | 
Paine, wiſhing and intending this miſchief, did, on the 
16th of February, 1791, wickedly, falſely, maliciouſly, 
ſcandalouſly, and ſeditiouſſy publiſh a+ certain book, 
called Second Part of Rights of Man, ſigned Tuomas 
a containing any. W . nt ma- 

on FVV d Beines, 
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ſuch an opinion diſfualibed Hit from holdfng the office 


of every pröfslnohal man, and he ought to be deſpiſed 
if he felt ang pnpwilling fs tb Bring this enormon caſe 
T 


ed int 


ſmaller fe, printeck ot white brown paper, ant thruſt 


5 


licious, and ſeditious affertions; with which he fhould 
not trouble the Jury, as they would have them from 
the Attorney General. The Defendant had pleaded 
not guilty, upon which iſſue was joined. 
The Attorney General ſaid, the Jury would permit 
him to ſtate, in this ſtage of the proceeding, that in his 
mind a cauſe, which brought its own merit with it, a 
cauſe more plain, more clear, more certain, and indiſ. 
putable, never came before a Court. Was it not that 


certain circumſtances had happened, and contributed 


to make the book in queſtion an object of conſiderable 
magnitude, and rendered it important, he ſhould at 


be now filled, he /yould be degraded In” the eftitmation 


before a Fury of tHjS/torntry. This was not the firlt 
of the. Kd Guten &gefendant had thought fit to pub- 
uh agent government. Ie was mt, perhaps, War- 
Tantetf 1 not briſiging the firft before the Gentlemen 
of the Jorg. He pafled it by, however, as it Wwäs uſher- 

| the world in tllat ſhape, that it was likely" to fall 
only into the hands of tolerably'ifformed perſons, who 
would have the ſenfe' to ſee the poiſon, and conſequent- 
ly would be able to apply the antidote, and/Tefute it 25 
they went along; but when another appeared in 2 


into che hands of all perfons, of all ages, ſexes, and con- 


ditions: they were even wrapped up wah 9 
= NE r 


— 


conſlitutiop, and from hein 


fer open. 4 17 the eps th 5 had 


been! taken 


1 waren this A d he di oh, his dut 
demanded doth he leg 45 iu allt jon again th b 
defendant the day's f the; Jucceeding term, putting 
the Pepe upon Reb ich they, the Jury, had to 
try. 


What, it, \ vas that Fas. the. "jJoteptjon' 0 of this man by 
theſe publications, wou 1d not "be matter of difficulty 
for the, jury to dis. over; it vas, 1 manifeſted” by every 
teſt that cquld apply to t le py 7 8 of a man's in- 


het her hey 
e Feg rd me to 


were not lat ook in queſtion | 
| dich not 4 | ve. nh which, bad been te to 


ER ae inf e ae t Was written with a view to 

117 0 bxi inte aphorrence and con- 
Ahn 955 8 In, all the de- 
, Lhe Oe c. he boo k, the 
artf iy Fa. 5 Wp for 
ae © mak © the Jower or- 
1 ers 0 Keel to ene ore, and i it was 


ER Upon the 


5 100 lous, part o 5 t was 
agar CLAM 5111 "cophile fo , many 1 . 
without feet, 10 bt, ang Wit! 


dar e 

opt; the leaſ ls we to Cicum ſbances,. nd. allo | 
,withgyt the qing-or dedudtion.. whatever 3 
:addrefied b 500 122 5 ON 55. Yroperly 4 anxious about 
their gights, but Who, from to ite A ge "of ot 
3 Iktle babituated to 
reflection, were eaſily 1 upen by ſliallowm . | 
and when, theſe honeſt, but. deluded - MED, 45 1 to be 


perſuaded that they were e SUP by ih : 4 : otic tem- 


per of government pf Rights to x wich 1 ey were glear- 
ly intitled, it was a; matter of wand er . ld 
manifeſt an . at the De Abtic.. e eh 25 


ed any man to ſhew a ſyſtem capable of creating more. 
miſchief than this hook. It dated that the regular y- 


ſtem of our legiſlation was inherently corrupt, and that 
the whole 7 legal mals of abominable tyranny. Se- 


.,condly, that the Einf, altogeths 


Was, without a 


ed upon uſurpation; that this 
Kan * was called law, but fat 


POR exception, 
uſurped authority 


Fs 
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* in reality there was ſciireely\ ſuch a/thing as law in the 


country. Thus ten. or'twetvd millions of people were 
told they were governed by uſurpation, and that of 
courſe, as there was no ſuch thing as law, each indi- 
vidual would be left to govern all his actions by his 
own partial notions of moral duty. Were we indeed 
to ;fellogs;theſe doctrints? Were we to fall into a 

| Jawleſs banditti 2% Were weste be reduced back 
Again into a, ſahage ſtable of nature, where man was 
the enemy of man, wherrz all his facnlties were uſeleſs, 
except . r eee e Were we eto return to 
this ſtate? The Juryknewirhat the anſwer was to 
theſe gueſtions, What wass toſt be ſaidqtola man who 
would thus, with a general /fntepyrtake away all' law, 
or the force ef all law,by: aſſerting. that all laws which 
had, been hithertef maden, Are mUüHnd oil g5 this 

x ſort of) attiſiee was veryu gre, it Was true, ) but it 
did not appead ſo ta theſe cho could ot detect the 
artifice- Objeckionz fob: vere ftarted! in his book 
do Monarchy, in general terins, without one word: be- 

- D ſaid of id ad ſamager. -: Fhaicpower of: the Ar iſlo. 
- 14; W35jobjeQaed 49; but met a werd was: {aid a. 
bout the Denuoratrpartiof: hur constitution. It was 
; weloknown het Higgland had powerful; Democracy, 
but got aavore, of:thes:-bdrianſe; it; would not make the 
lowaerehailes; of: the pedple” difeontentted ; this was the 


— 


common Artößee dantaftifce ſo very ſhallow, that ſome + 


peoplemiaht wonden perhaps, at. he ſucceſs of it; but 
to hegt weretthele things addrefled ? Fo'the ignorant, 
the £x egulous, and ahi deſperate - che latter were natu- 
: e li govetaiſieiſt;) order, or regula- 
IF: cvety gets vai Dme tor them, and nothing 
Vas ſſo plauffple or:conjincing-to them, even upon the 
Hoint of Propfigtystgs te infra ihem we ſball have n0 
government at all; æhe others were eaſily to be impol- 
ed pon, and made the dupes: of thę erufty and Yeſign- 
ing, who might chule fo flacsivesthbm. „ft 
be. Ju in order te judge accurately. of the merits 
__ ot,;this political performande, woulb take into thei 
© conſideration, the phraſes and manner in which t! 
vt Author was plea Ito, expreſs his thoughts in this put 
cation ; the manner waz {ncering and contemptuous 


— 


a- 


x a * . and 


[1 and, 4 to thedmatter he called it an utter defiance te 


uuütil nowagoonp 
human mind to diſtin 


deſign to withdraw nen g lninds fon theiConBitution ; _ | 
it * is, done by the operation' ef: $664 Tenſe and not 


Te had cho 


order em bug ester wt 7 Ci! 
Page 21. OAT hered ditary” Governm ver ent is in Ns na- 
ture tyranny, An heritable crown, or an heritable UI} 

N . — throne, 
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alb lac, moralirf and rehgion. The indecency with 
which Monarwiy was treaded was quite ſhocking, and 


the concluſions in that rk; upon that topic, diſcover- 


ed that the Author was teftitute of knowledge, as to 
the various proviſions, and wẽiſe ones too, which the law 


made in that partieular. 2 Here the feurned Gentleman 


entered into an hiſtorical det H of the vatious perma- 
nent Coubcil for Minor Kingsg Regents, Hereditary 


and Ocficial Advifeis & N 6f'theiPhrone, in 
various ccaſes of net eſſitzuj ſo 'thit'the provifions by law 
were ſuch, that no materidl inbofbchnience eculd be 
fuſtainedo by the public an 4ecount ofithemmonarchical 
ſyſtem. La fyſtemquhich Ert PN Had been pleaſed to 
ſay was furh thai a Gaſe might ogeur where there 
would be hwonipleat ha in tht HAHL, f our form 


off Government Thegtruth was that M] Conflitution 


was the beſt wpon each, und that for the platneſt and 


the cleare ſbrxuſſin it hadohad longer time for meliora- 


tion than ĩhat of uny other iu chef. Seven Hundred 
ears age greedom Was hes baſin Proms ehe days of 
Julias Ctfarſit Shad afrom age bt H hee improved 


leted at'the Revotutie. 207 , 
-Fekþppteherded ithtul betalepdifente Sperstlol of the 
ih iran off em a deliberate 


diffcult for ta Jury ofi=the! xo a London. They 


would obſerbe, wolleiher ths iwhole Gf the HDOkKk was not 
calculated to?:convinzetthe fdhevipart"6f mänk ind, or 
to produte di ſaffectionʒ to infimncs Mons“ inſſèad of 
reaſohing wir The. vattid,* Hef flex of hö citcum- 
ſtance that couſd | leave doubt idle mind of the 
Juryſas to what was paſſing in che heart of the defend -- 


ant, at the time he penned this publication 
ficial to the Public; to ſelect out of this wicked work 


fix or ſeven paſſages; ham to encumber the record with 


too'manyireditals?/” Bheavould: no tüte them in their 


S 


.* 
r 


ughit it more becoming, as well as bene- 


z 5 ; | 
Ii} e 


B throne, or by (What 6thew!fadvify” name ſuch ahives 
may be called. have no other ſignificart0+xplanation: 
4 chan that mankind are hetntable "property. itfPomherit 
| a Government, is to inherit ThE pes e, as if N were 
| | flocks ata herds.” 18] 1 0 De 

Now, What was the tendency of this' 2s, allies all 


fubo in tion and Ribimifion® 10 the law. It was nei- 
| ther m. 
I of this country; that theyiwere [hives ::this was one of 
4 theſe ſhort ready made propofitions/' whleheif a mm be- 


| [1 Heves. he mult lay, Tb Bear this toilonger. As to 


ſopbidkry „ hie had bb ks: net in the. people; his in- 


the Taw: +4 0 E ity Af to Bag ZO kt 
| Page 47. STIs *Coiyedtionn Mes! r Philadeiphäa; 
12 May 1987, of which fr Walking ton was ele- 
de Present. 2 2 (ae e tliat ef connected 
With any of the Sate Gere n or-with-Congrefs; 
He delivered up, his commilion ww he ff the war endad, 
ES and 4.8855 then Had Hved a private Oit ire! 
Ade Conveptigi Went deeply And albldubjngte; 


4. 


8 pid Kavi after 4 Vatietyoef debate and ativeſtigation, 
$58 Ag tee Ame io ee upon che ofeveral. parts aft 
Feder altitutf $2 thelnkxr 4 queſtion dann hes man- 


WS 


ene aulth zac Pele N 
| = eo Hos wig they dat nr, Bee u bal. be 


end for 4 Daten Stadtholiks, ora German 


er 
ee e Etelerred che held matrer eta. the 


1 BE. 

= - {egle and intereſt of the country.” t 700 di- 
| { 3 e 43 1 zr ee Medes wrvitben for 
the He of inltr. Hg meer aguinſt a Dutch Stad- 


. thaldet and Get een ser be. temp- - 


er of the man; but it Vas wiothet'dogina or ready- 
wade as without the Leatt deduQtions” 


Page 52. The 8 9 N of the Edwards ane ihe - 


＋ Henties, and up a re mmencemeim of the Stüarts, 
„ exhibits as ma y ſtances of & rytanhy 'as cbuld / be act- 
1 2 within the hmits e he alice had reſtricted 
| he Stuarts endeiyoured to paſs thoſe limits,. and 
F what fate i 1 ktiown, X In all: thoſe 1 10 

23 x 


re nor tf than this fete hold out to the people 


the. King“ s inheritinig che! le, that Was a piece of 
heritance Was biv"bce, And ne an office under 


oO TYM 


ſtrains power? % G55 


1 
hear 1 ofna : coAtipytion,! buy,only of reſtrickions 
on aſſumed power, | 

After this, another, William, deſcended. from the 
ſame ſtock, and claiming, from the ſame origin e 
poſſeſſion ; and of the two evils, J James and Wi Illia m, 
the nation preferred what it thought the leaſt; ſince, 
from circumſtanees, it muſt take one. The a ad call:  J 
ed the Bill of Rights, comes here into view. What is 
it but a bargain, which the parts of ts government 7 
made with each other to divide powers, profits, and 
privileges? . You ſhall. —. ſo much, and I will have 
the reſt; and with reſpect to the ng a it is ſaid, for 
aur , ſhare you. ſhall haue the right of petttioning. This 
being the'caſe, the, bill, of rights is m 8 proper] a bill 
of wrongs, and of inſults. As to what is called the 
Conyentibn Parliament, it was a thing that made it- 
ſelf, and then made the authority by e it acted. 
A few perſons: got together, 3 calle chewſelres by 
that name. Several, of them hp d never been 1 
and none of them for the pu rpoſe. 

« From the time of William, 2 ſpecies bY overns | 
ment; aroſe, iſſuing out, of his- coalition Bill of Rights; 
and more ſo, fingen the gopruption 1 at the 
Hanover ſuee u, bycthe Agency, of Y Walpole; 3 
can be deſeribed 0999; EG name than "2 deſpotic | 
legiſlation. Thoughthe;parts Tom arrals each. other, 
the whole has bounds ; f and the ; rig ut it -acknow- 
ledges out of it{elf, is the 5 Hos. pet itigning, Where 


then is the eonon, über gives r that oh 
? 10 112151871 Dat gh | 8 
e govern: ent is lee⸗ 

1 11 8 perſons ſo 


ment, unlimited 


At is not bedauſe a, part gf; 
tive, that / makes it, leſs a d 


elected pofleſs aftermardgy;as » Þ 


powers. Election, in this caſe, becomes ſeparated from 


repreſentation, ang the candidates 85 candidates for 
1 D 3 o Dl pd 

Thus this author would have us e that, . 
the days of the Edwards und the Henries, up to the 


Stoarts, we had, Hothtipg hut,tyrangy'; and the Bill o 
Rights, it leemed, * Was à a. bill of wrongs and inſults. | 


Who was ſo infatuated as to belic ie ve all this? Who a- 
ol, the charadler of that great 
founder 


mong us was — 


2 


founder of our Fee ene een the Third. And 
as to the Bill of Rights, ſtrangely muſt that heart be 
eonſtituted, which has not a grateful reverence for the 
memory of thoſe Who procured it. But as eulogium 
would be loſt on that bill, let it ſpeak for itſelf. Here 
he recited almoſt the whole Bill of Rights. Such was 
the bill of wrongs and inſults—he would not r 
it by a comment. 100 
Page 56. «The: etentied f- the. government” of 
Englaud- (for I rather chuſe to call it by this name, 
than the Englith government appears, ſince this po- 
. litical, connex ian with Germany, bo have been ſo com- 
pletely engroſſed and abſorbed by foreign affairs, and 
the means, of raiſing taxes; #Hat it ſeems to exiſt for no 
orher purpoſes, Domeſtic|»conterns are neglected: 
and, with xeſpect to legular lawyl there nend 
a thing. ASU 8 111007 FuE AO 135 n 2 
| : the 
government of this country] and an invitation to the 
people to rebel, by e eee ler * 
& thing as law in Epi x5. 05 i sch 

Page 63. Wil ac rel li tothe two heals) af 
which the Engl Porlinwent is compoſed, /they-appear 
to be effectually influenced into one, and, as a legiſla- 
ture, te eee ee its o＋ãm. The Miniſter, 
whoever, he t any ume be, touches ir as with an 
opium wand, and'itſleep- O Hedience ?- 
gut. if we dook at the giſtiatct abilities of aue 1555 
houſes, .the-difiergace-will appear ſo great as to (hew 
the inconſiſtency of placing power where there can be 
no certainty of the judgment td ufa ãt. Wretched as 
the ſtate of repreſentation is ãn England, it is manhood 
compared wir what is calld:the Houſe. of E. ords; 4 
ſo little is this nick; named bouſe regarded, that 
people ſcarcely inquite at any time what it is doing. 
It appears alſo to be moſt under influence, and the fur. 
theſt removed from the general anteraſt of the nation. 

There Was no occaſion 0 defend the houſe, it A 
ways had and has at this moment a ſome oß the molt 
illuſtrious men in Europe. i bos . 
Pages 167. and 108. Having: thus glanced at 
TOO of the defects of the two houles of parliament, I 


proceed 


„ 


betet to Kak is. called the crown, upon which 1 
ſhall be very conciſe. 

At fignifies a ooajnal office of a million ſterling a 
year, the buſineſs” of which conſiſts in receiving the 
money. Whether the perſan be wiſe or fooliſh, ſane. 
or inſane, a native or a foreigner, matters not. Every 
miniſtry acts upon the fame idea that Mr. Burke _ 
writes, Te, the people muſt be bood-winked 
and held in ſuperſtitigus ignorance by ſome bugbear 
dr other; antl what is called the crown anſwers this 
purpoſe, and therefore it anſwers all the purpoſes to 
be expected from it. Bee than ean BE 
ſaid; of the other two branches. | 

The hazard te which this: ISS is expalk th an 
countries, is not from any thing that can happen to tlie 
man, hut frot what may happen to the *naflor—the 
danger of its doming td its ſenſes. “ . 

So that if the people of this country come into cheir 
ſenſes we ſhall have no crown We had been out of” 
our ſenſes: for centuries, if thi was the caſe: and all 7 
he couldwiſh was that we might kümüin AJanatics for 
ever. inn Dis „no oi Dsonebt: 11 £9192 30G 0 

Page 116 and 1197 ea hooueaat ng be 0 England 
at the celebration uf e Fan] the Revolution of 
1688, The character of Willignvliand® Mary have al- 
ways appeared tui me 'deteitable 3the one ſeeking to 
deſtroy his uncle, and che pthef her fh, bt get poſ-- 
ſeſſions of: pawer-ithemſetvesyi yet, us the mation was 
diſpoſed to think Wmething ef Bad eventy IL'felt hurt 
. Jceingrit aſaribe ther.hole repurativa” 6f it! koa man 

had undertakenlit adiaijob, aud, belles what he 
ha otherwite got, charged fix hundred choufand pouüds 
for the expence of the little fleet /thiit trough: him” 
from Holland, George the Firſt acted the {ame cloſe-. 
fifted part as. William had done, and bought the Duchy 
of Bremen with thefmoney he got from © England, 4 
hundred and fifty thouſand pounds over and above his 
pay as King; and having thus 1 it at the ex- 
pence of England, added di to his Hatioverian defi- 
nions for his on private profit. In fact every nation 
that 408 not * itſelf, is governed as a job. Eng- 
land 
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. - * : 
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queſtion, and in wh. 


5 12 Tn | 
354" *W #t*©: — "Bf 8 3 


lend bas been the- prey are 


tion.“ n 2 


The Attorsey General made 
oa ele desde bn William and ry. 
of e e e r e 


3 


no her intereſlctadd Wink 
hte ſitted them n 
govrnment could H rd; lo HW 
eaſy ind S Rt A 
allizhe purpoſes mag befemnt in i 73 6. 
in Krigland % 12 IS 10 oA 587 Fives 21017 


Here td 1 ergebe erg. 
upetlwheadeskragas df rr Sem tr Eee 
monaroby; and paid aer kigidforte compliment to the 
king of ene Lade bes t den — . 
jury, 40 2 Beth E Mr 
Pajne?s: Rights of Man oa ana gerilem of 
the Adsense de rend yell ee tFHcRs out of 
this hoak/y und: faids! thuſe ved to Hm to 
be complete zn ghes df Ntan: He then 
procsecked 40 ſtatewhat r of evidence hte had to etw 
praye:that Mr Pains was the whthor=6E the work in allo . 
vl: mind it was-that he I full 
wrote it. Fac ewa frees patfofthetafe; he pro- ben 
Lang reading a 2detthr which wu uirected to him; and be int 


| © oy mona rith=-of-Noventtr, +992, ſigned la th 
4 Tuchtas Pars,” alter chngs, 4e ſafd, it con- "thi 
tained ohe fouleſt- aon MNjeſty und s . 


ſons. - 
- Mr Erſkine fabmitted to the Court, that this 2 


ſhould not be read in evidence upon this charge, as it 
containe 
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r „ "Ky — - — — 
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lhe hols oY 
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. 
* 


wo 


© ug ) 


22 within itſelf Ubellous matter, upon which the 
orgey wacher information a- 
aid his — — | ; 


"Des ap worn cle 
book impete e Bis * == —.— SP _ 


Tow © 

”"* 

C I 3 
4 8 + PE S 
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orney General —— 1 
eee eee Bl — ; 


with a requelt f 9 — 5 ayry anreagr — 
5 to the Jurzfpt ther wright: -H bLazloT o 


— — 


1 ! 


Mr. Erſkine roſe at tw enty minutes paſt eleven, and, 
in a ſpeech of more 2 four hours, entered into the 
defence 1 Thomas P Piney on the rinctples of the 
freedo the Erghth”prefs, “a 2 a ſtraifi ofifels 

— Wen he 1 Ts but readers the 
Pore > br Neid 1e nt 


5 010 5117 ar IIIA 


14 7 ; 41 ce 04 notoud ect afl Wade 
e ber 8 in chat rt of * His aUdrefs | 

ab he Cfpfitlented bh & ſülbſſer of a letrtr dated 
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that I were now addreſſing myſelf to a Jury of Repub'i-': 

cans, I ſay that you would not be- authorifed to givez 

verdict for the Defendant, if it ſnould be made manifeſt 

to you, by the evidence, that he wrote theſe doQrines; 

* and publiſhed them from the malignant purpoſe of pro- 

moting an inſurrection in the country, thereby offend. 

ing againſt the Iawswoi-the land; you have no juriſdic- 

tion and authority but from law; you have no right to 

give a verdict in favnut of a man offending againſt the 

law; becauſe you may happen to entertain dpimons of 

the ſame kind which produced this breach of the law. 

This the Noble Lord) wilbtell you from the Bench and 

it ĩs material for ou to reflect upon his clear deſcriptions 

of your duty; for it matters not how perfectly conſiſt- 

ent with your opinions the doctrines might be; if ithey If | 

are contrary to the ſpirit and letter of the lag you If 1 

muſt condemn them. Were I/ thereſote; abb1ay, ad- 

dreſſing a body of men who lived upon thwibuuk; of IM 7 

whom it was the: ſout-who'doated on it, 2 onꝰan angel! MW 1 

trom Heaven, I would ſay, Gentlemen, ypp cannot ac- n 

quit this man if he has committed am offene againſt the n 

law. It is not whether his opiniom be 5burs; you i © 
0 
It 


not to try his upinions q the law'binds bnly:condut, it 
leaves opinion open; Yew muft ſeen therefare;o what 
his- conduct has been, and fuffer not the conge millity of 
your opinions tochlind and influence iq q, ments. if 
This may be confidered as a large conceſflon, by ſome, I hi 
as an artfak manceavre by others :-Abut ol aſſert, that it N hi 
is a clear diftiyQdeſcription of the-otheerof the Fury ; © the 
for, on the ther band, if you ſhall difapprove of the I id 
doctrines of I bomas:/Paine; if you ſhalk think that the I au: 
government df England hab not: the infixmities:that{he I ar 
imputes'to it;;nay; that the paſſages of the beck xthated I pi 
hy the Attdrney General, tendtoinjureithbt Conſtitu- 
tion, and td alienate the minds: of the people. of the 
country from the love of it; fy; that yoweaunct con. C 
viathis man, unleſs you ſllall be convinced: that the ha- 
overſtepped the fret dom of the pbefs-jufbe, Gentlainen, I i 
you tavft: 4ook at the mind, yon wmattenquireorecbe 
be: has waittensthis: book witls ah honeft intention, from 
the genuize'Acntiments of his heart, and from! a puie 
convicion that he was thereby promoting diſcuſſlons fo 
to 1 6 the 


( 1) 
the benefit of his follow-citizens;[andithis i is to be col-. 
lected from tlie matter the rod. If à man is: to 
be aw: exttinGc| mattet; that Matter muſt be 
broughHidtacommexton, - ank ut upon the recoid, that 

the Juty mayrbe ablego jndgt of it, aanck that the De- 
fend2at may have Altbe benefits Py”; the lawas Whar: 
crime then is charged upmu this nan That he has 
written and pubGlhed this] buoks, and that this book is 
hoftile tothe n uajan of Englandg. No. The 
law of England knows vo ch :crimes * be prov- 
ed; in order tu seo ſtitin eobis: guilt; rot whether the 
Attorney: 6rtneratapproveſiibhe{bod$k,:hot dshether you 
approve>the hook, butoybdtber Pa did not fit. down 
aud. write li bn egainft a Cunſtitutiou which he ad- 
nired Hndobvegzgwthithe Hiabohcal intention of pro- 
voking” diſedrd and ſedition in the dounty. : If tkis 
wre provieds Tnobead Hale not be defended; but: 
# he-thinks than you andill db not think, that then, 
fitutsoncofo Eng hand id not the] belt calculated to q- 
mot acer happineſs aß the people f chis country, had 
not guilty ef an affe hee: agmnit- the law, though hig 
opinians mache ad cnnſiſtænt at mitivihedprinciglesiof the! 
Conflitution.; i Erbry man i protecledqin bis aioon 
Ir is only his gondukt that makes guil. 4% /5ys*/ 
I hold ip, Gentlemen, fo be: the duty of an adxocate, 
if he ſhauld bappe n have ſentiments different fam 
his client, ths hes hound -to'conceatushemys:d hald 
him equal baund to difcloſd his: opinions}: if they 
ſhould bappon: balibeofirveurable o him for he bound 
1d'exerd his faculties in ſupport of hig client. 10] 
am fune . * little” weight] what may be 
Dent een theſon dactrines g hut L a neady to 
give to nyαlient, allg the baijefit/ chat. he can derive 
from the daclsratiom of amy ſantimedty: I profeſs my- 
ſelf thenito-lpveltht. genuine piincipled of the Britiſh 
Conſtitutienz and J ſelemnlyi belzeve, that that Conſti- 
aut ion adminiſſered hy King, Lords, and-Cammons, 
is the ;hefD caltulated:, ſin ker happinnſa af >the 
people of thipgeuntrx, ofany frame of Gavernnent, ever 
coriceived- by u 1 think it neceſſary nbus to Er- 
3 particular opinions, that you, Gentlemery, may 
ke, that they come from no ä quarter. That 
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criminal galeſs. he did ic, nbt*cohteniplating the hope of 
meliorating the briditivn of te people, but feaſting on 
thoadſery, Sid tlie proſpecł of which he indulged a dia- 
| boliew native.” The Icberty of the pteſs c utile in this, 
that any individual way teach his Fellow. citizens doc- 
tries nh oppeſitièm ts Abbe tifiger witich they live; ; be 

may? exereiſe His on fattülttes ) He thay provoke” them 

to the exerciſe of theits; nes mbey By pet Nude the whole 
pedple to agree with him in theſe doctrines, and he is 
not guilty; but if he ſhall teach it as a doctrine, that 
any individaat'may oppoſe the law of the land; may 1 
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You muſt diſcover his mind in his book, not in the rage, 
not in the cant of the times, Vou muſt throw away 
every thing but the book—the'letter that has been read 
to you, you muſt equally reject. I Heard of the ſame 


letter, and 1 have reaſon to believe it to be a foul for- 


gery brought forward at this moment, not merely to 
embaraſs me, but to embaraſs you; but you muſt prove 
that you are not men, whoſe underſtandings are to be 
tortured by ſuch appeals. You will prove by your ver- 
dict, that you will deal by this man as you would with 
to be dealt with in a ſimilar ſituation. Remember this 
doctrine of Engliſhmen, that opinion ig free. If I were 
to move an amendment in any part of the exiſting laws 
of the land, would it be right, would it be reaſonable, 
that you ſhould convi me of a libel; becauſe you dif. 
fered from me in opinions? It is the opinion of this au- 
thor, that it is the duty of citizens to obey a law while 
it exiſts. When a nation,” ſays he, changes its 
opinion and habits of thinking, it is no longer to be go- 
verned as before; but it would not only be wrong, bit 
bad policy to attempt by force, what ought to be ac- 


-compliſhed. by reaſon. Rebellion confiſts in forcibly 


appoling the general will of a nation, whether by a pat. 
ty, of individuals.” Such is the doctrine of Thomas 
Ponds and 1 afſert this to be the true law of England; 
and I ſay, that I give the beſt proof of my attachment 
to the illuſtrious family upon the throne, when I main. 
tain, thoſe doQrines; and when I aſſert, that they are 
t e ſafeR, for their deſirable intereſts and for their ho- 


/ ; : : 


—_—_— Cree: ? 
The Attorney-General; in his obſervation upon the 


infamous aſpetſions on tlie Royal family, ſpeaks of the 


heir apparent of the Crown from hope—1 ſpeak from 
knowledge. Without detaining you for one moment 
to animadyert on what 1 think, the indecency of the 
tamenefs with which imputation on the Reyal progeny 
have been ſuffered vf late, of the apparent diſinclinatien 
to proſecute what tends to break the beſt hopes of En. 
Aihmen, aud wound the foudeſt feelings ef the Royal 


ſom, while there is ar cagetniefs't6 proſecute'the dil 


cuſſion of popular opinions,” I believe, and I know, 
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and, I am ſorry that truth obliges me to add, with 


totally overthrown ; but can the ſame doctrines affect 
the Conſtitution of England No. His doctrines had 


the ſcourge of | England——they rejoiced in the happinels 


he repreſented them as an infignificant body of obſcure. 


1 


will not mince the matter, proceeds from corruptiong 


which would bring on the ruin of us all, if I did not 
know and believe that the Conſtitution contains the 
feeds of its own reform. Is it libellous in him, however, 
to ſay what he has ſaid againſt the cooſticuent branches 
of our Conſtitution ?—the grandeſt authorities of Eng. 
land have done the ſame. Mr. Erſkine quoted a pal. 
ſage of a letter from Sir George Saville to his conſtitu- 
ents—(Vide Annual Regiſter for 1780, p. 100)—*1 
return to you,” ſays Sir George, © baffled and diſpirited 


* hardly a ray of hope, of ſeeing any change in the mi- 
* ſerable courſe of public calamities,” And of Sir 
George Saville, Mr. Erſkine gave the admirable cha. WW - 
rater, as drawn by. Mr, Burke. At this time Mr. Paine : 


and Mr. Burke fought in the ſame field Mr. Burke 1 
| ſpoke to Parliament, Mr, Paine to the People. Mr, 


Paine has only been a plagiary from himſelf; he has 
been drawn on in the fame train of thinking; and there. F 
fore I affert that this book is the product of his real ſeu- q 
timents, the genuine efforts of a mind ſtruggling tor WW 
what he concetves to be the intereſts of humanity. The 
cauſe is potent, it produced the revolution in America, 
it produced the revolution in France, where a Govern- 
ment, incurable from its corruption and profligacy, was 


no effect, nor could there have occurred a period when 
the public mind could have been excited by any ſuch 
doctrines, if it had not been previouſly provoked by 
the inflammatory, the ill- judged, and the exaſperating 
doctrines of Mr. Burke. He it was who led the van 
in all this war of ſedition. : Er 

Let us go back for a moment to this origin. When 
the people of this country ſaw the deſpicable government 
of France demoliſhed—that government which had been 


of ſo many millions. A reverend Divine, now no more, 
made it the ſubject of exhortation from the pulpit. A 
ſociety of gentlemen met to celebrate it, and Mr. Burke 
was rouſed by this into the fever of oppoſition. Though 


i individuals, 


1 
individuals, he attacked the whole ſyſtem of England 
with ſuch bitterneſs of invective, and attacked the moſt 
eſtabliſhed doctrines. with ſuch vehemence of diſſent, 
that from that day till this the flame of contention has 
not ceaſed to rage, What was the principle of his 
work ? That the People of England had no right, no 
power to change a tittle of their Conſtitution ;_ that it 
was an indifloluble compact, which at no time, on no 
ground, for no reaſon, could be broken: ſo that neither 
reaſon nor revelation, however, they might point out to 
the people of England. a better form of government, 
wiſer inftitutes of peace, ſtrofiger baſes of liberty, they 
durſt not ſtrive to attain, them. If it be ſo, for God's 
ike, let policy and diſcretion firive to conceal the af- 
fitting truth; for it will ſurely lead to the convulſion 
which he affects to deprecate. Ratlfer put Paine into 
the hands of every man, make the loweſt ignorance ac- 
quainted with his doctrines, and chace away, if it be 
poſſible, the impreſſions which Mr. Burke has made. 
How different is the doctrine of truth and peace! How . 
different is the doctrine of the Revolution! Look at 
the Conſtitution, ſay to the friends of liberty, it is your 
own treaſure. Will you keep it as it is, or. will you 
change it at the ſuggeſtion. of every theoriſt ? Your. 
own happineſs is at ſtake, but remember the happineſs 


that it has produced you., Will they not he likely to 


touch with awe a Conſtitution which comes thus recom- 
mended to them by parental tenderneſs ? and, will they 
not protect it with parental authority? Look now. at 
tie addreſs of Mr. Burke, Here is your Conſtitution, 


rhich we have made for you, and for your poſterity 


lor ever, We buckle it upen your backs, fox you: are 
beats of burden. Tou muſt not dare o touch ii 
jou have entered into a compath whigh-is indifoluble. 
Are ſuch doQrines the legitimate way of endearing the 
conſtitution to the people? Andi mention allthis in or- 
25 to ew You what the book 955 Mr. Paine is; for Paine's 
ook is an anſwer to- tho ines < 15 — 
ern e e 
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progreſs of the principles of freedom. It is but one 


when therefore, he aſſerts that the people of this coun- 
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Thoughts on the Cauſes of the preſent diſcontents from 
Blackſtone's Commentaries—from Bailey's Principles 
of Moral and Political Philoſophy—from Locke, and 
others, all of whom aſſert the right of the people to 
correct the uſages that they may diſcover to be injurious, 
to be corrupt, or that are capable of being ſoftened and 
amended. If you faſten a Conſtitution upon a man, 
however good, he will conſider it as a burden, and he 
will endeavour to get rid of 1 it, however beneficial even 
to his own happineſs. 

Do not let us be raſh, Gentlemen, in deciding upon 
this great queſtion. Before we condemn this author by 
bell, book, and candle, let us reflect a little on Fu 


year ago that I could have an opportunity of addreſſing 
to you ſuch an argument, Gentlemen, your authority 
to judge of a Libel is but a year old. It is but ſeven 
or eight years ago when J ſtood upon 'a. queſtion like 
the preſent; upon very different grounds, when I had 
leſs to ſupport me againſt the embarraſſments with which 
1 was ſurrounded in the preſence of an enlightened pro- 
feſſion, and holding a doctrine that was ſcouted. The 
Earl of Mansfield, who, though he could not treat ne 

] 


with unkindneſs, for it Was not in his nature, laughed 

at me as you laugh at the prattle of a child; and 1 
deſired to go to, ſchool with my new- fangled doQrines, IM t 
to learn the law of the land. Here is an argument 2. I © 
gainſt raſhneſs. I have lived to ſee the Parliament of IM 
England unanimouſly declare I was in the right; Know-  « 
ing then that it has been by flow. and gradual de- 
grees, that th th e Conſtitütion of England has-grown to 
what it is, or God's fake of usib& careful not to ſtifle 
the voice 0 Why. by a raſh and hafty decifion, If Mr. 
Burke's doctrine be right, no opinions upon government 
can be publiſhed; for "the people have no juriſdiction, 
If the people have not the power tb alter and amend, 
advice is not merely impertinent, it 15 dangerous, A 
juriſdiction, to be competent“ muſt have power; and 


try are utterly and forever depfived? of the power of 
changing their Conſtitution, he pronounces a prohibi- 


tion upon all reaſoning, upon all opinion, upon all di 
cuſſion. 


Toy 


cuſhion. - What bas been the courſe of man? That he 
has been led, by awful authorities, ſtep by ſtep, from 
his ſavage ſlate in the woods, to our preſent bleſſed d : 
dition of light, of knowledge; and of enjoyment. We 
ſhould {till be ſavages, we ſhould yet be in the woods, 
if this prohibition had exiſted ; and to what muſt we 
return, if every man is to be condemned, who ſhall 
now promulgate the opinions that he entertains upon 
the nature of Government ? 

Of all the attainments of a people, the liberty of the 
preſs has been uniformly the laſt. Uniformly deſpotiſm 
has refilled the propagation of truth. All other con- 
ceſſions power has been willing to make, but againſt 
the truths of reaſon—againſt the light of knowledge, 
it has maintained an eternal war. Let us récollect the 
courſe of the world, the univerſal God of Nature, the 
Saviour of mankind, the Fountain of all light, who came 
to ſave man from eternal darkneſs, expired on a croſs— 
the object of infidel ſcorn—of impious incredulity, be- 
cauſe they raſhly oppoſed the meek and mild propaga- 
tion of the truths that were to point to peace and hap- 
pineſs in the world. His bleſſed followers fel victims 
to the ſame horrid ſpirit. The Saviour might have 
come, inveſted with eternal power, and compelled the 
inſtantaneous acceptance of his doctrines. But he came 
to. confound the pride of worldly power. He came 
cloathed in meekneſs, in benevolence, in humility, and 
he preached his conſolations to the poor: in this way 
did political power” continue to exercile its tyranny, un- 
til religion had ariſen to ſuch a ſlandard as to make it 
ſormidable, and then political power tock eccleſiaſtical 
power into partnerſhip, when they exerted their com- 
bined efforts at once againſt the reaſon, and the con- 
ſcience of man. Thus, upon the revival of letters, was 
ſuperſtition made the inſtrument of political tyranny : 
but at length the inquiſitive ſpirit of Engliſhmen burſt | 
the chains, and the liberty of the preſs had its beginning. 
It was free until, in 1637, the Star chamber was erec- 
ted; mark the conſequence, the people ſuffered under 
the reſtraint indeed, but in eleven years Charles I. pe- 
riſhed on a ſcaffold. Gentlemen, the human mind can- 
not live under reſtraint. Let men communicate their 
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thoughts with freedom, and their indignation fly of 
like a fire ſpread on the ſurface; like gunpowder ſcat. 
tered, they kindle, they communicate; but the explo. 
ſion is neither loud nor dangerous :—keep them under 
reſtraint, it is ſubterreaneous fire, whoſe agitation is un. 
ſeen till it burſts into earthquake or volcano. Such 
was the whole effect of the reſtraints in England. Crom. 
well ſuffered almoſt all his misfortunes from this cauſe 
and the vigour of his government could not ſave it 2. 
gainſt the conſequences of his attack on the liberty of 
the preſs. The reſtraint continued under Charles II. 
and the emotions that it produced, happily for England 
and for man, ended in the Revolution. All the licen. 
ces were done away, the preſs was made free, and th: 
Conſtitution has already endured a century. Thus, 
Gentlemen, our government has been ſafe in proportion 
to the freedom of writing. Here Mr. Erſkine produ- 
ced ſome of the fineſt avthorities of England—the glori- 
ous Milton led the van; his memorable paſſage, that in 
former times the iflue of the brain was no more tified 
than the iſſue of the womb, and his fine illuſtration of 
the conſequences of ſuppreſſing truth in the fate of Gil. 
leo, were dexterouſly uſed by Mr. Erſkine, be periſhed 
in a priſon becauſe he ventured to think, from obſerving 
the phaſes of Venus, that the ſun was the centre d 
our ſyſtem, and yet ſaid he, we know that the ſun is in 
that centre, and by our knowledge we are enabled to 
puſh our navigation to the extreme limits of the world 
and by line and rule, to make our way through region 
the moſt unknown. He quoted Hume, he quoted Lord 
Cheſterfield, and Lord Loughborough. In. quoting 
Lord Cheſterfield's celebrated paſſage, Lord Kenyon in- 
terrupted Mr. Erſkine, and ſaid, that he thonght one 
of the Biographers of Dr. Johnſon had ſtripped h 
Lordſhip's fame of that borrowed feather, and: reſtored 
it to Dr. Johnſon. Mr. Erſkine made good uſe of this 
information, and thanked his Lordthip for giving hin 
an higher authority for his purpoſe, which was to ſhot 
that the liberty of the preſs muſt not be invaded ups! 

flight pretences. The following is the quotation: 
«© There is ſuch a connexion between licentiouſneß 


and liberty, that it is not eaſy to correct the one, with- 
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out dangerouſly wounding the other; it is extremely 


hard to diſtinguiſh the true limit between them; Like 


a changeable filk, we can eaſily ſee there are two dif-. 
ferent colours, but we cannot eaſily diſcover where the 


one ends, or where the other begins.” 

The Attorney General had given no principles-to 
draw the line by which we were to know where the li- 
berty of the preſs ended, and the licentionſneſs began. 
He applied Lerd Loughborough's memorable cbſerva- 
tion of the application, © To your tents, O Iſrael,” as 
a pregnant inſtance of what would be ſeditious. Earl 
Stanhope had, with great ſhrewdneſs, ridiculed this ſort 


of liberty of the preſs, which was to be all on one ſide 


a liberty to praiſe miniſters. This is a fort of liberty 


that even the Empreſs of Ruſha would give you, and it 


may be called the Ruſhan my of the preſs. To make 
the work of the author appear ſeditious, the doctrine of 
Lord Loughborough muſt be proved. It muſt be ſhewn 


that this doctrine was coupled with circumſtances, or 
with expreſſions, tending clearly to provoke tumult : / 


ſuch as, We ſhall ſee how this will work-—-this will 
bring on a new Revolution—we ſhall have French in- 
ſurrettions? Bat, ſaid Mr. Erſkine, no ſuch thing: 


if any one ſuch expreſhon had been proved, I would 
have thrown up my brief—as they are not, I land up 

to give him the benefits of a fair trial, and I am not to 
be flandered with the charge of diſaffection for exerci- 
ung my faculties in his defence: When my Lord and 


] were engaged together as Counſel for Lord George 


Gordon, as well might we have been expected of fa- 


vouring tumult and diforder, as that I now ſhould be of 
ſedition and difaffeRion.” 5 
Mr. Erſkine came How to examine the paſſages ſet 


forth in the information. We have already gone at ſo 


much length into his general argument, as to be unable 
to follow him in the ingenuity of his obſervations on 
his extracts. As to the firſt, that all hereditary (3o- 


vernment was a tyranny; be deſired the Jury to look 


at the context. deny, ſays Paine, © that hereditary 
monarchy is the Conſtitutibn. He does not inherit us 
like flecks, for the peöple may confer it; they have 
conferred it,” This is his argument. The ſecond was 
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6 
an extraordinary ſelection.—it would be no attack upon 
the revolution, if it had been accomplithed by demons. 
Do we love the reformation leſs for being accomplithed 
by one of the moſt profligate of our Kings? No matter 
that the Revolution was brought about by intrigue ; 
that it was the work of a Coalition. It is not by whom, 
but what it 1s, that the people will enquire. He con— 
tended that the people had, by the freedom of opinion, 
obtained every thing from Magna Charta downwards ? 
The third quotation, that we had hardly any law in 
England, was no libel z for he did not arraign the ad- 
miniſtration of law, and many of our beſt writers had 
afferted, that there was much confuſion, much dith- 
culty, much to be mended in our juriſprudence. With 
regard to the paſlages on the two Houſes of Parliament, 
it was ſtrange that Mr. Burke ſhould accuſe him; be 
who had fo ſeverely, ſo outrageouſly, impeached both 
Houſes in their turn; and here he quoted ſome of the 
memorable paſſages of Mr. Burke, of the Lords voting 
themſelves uſeleſs, and of an adreſſing Houſe of Com- 
mons, when there was a petitioning People. He quo- 
| ted alſo the memorable Proclamation of Mr. Pitt and 
[| the Duke of Richmond, from the Thatched Houſe 
| Tavern; but, theſe illuſtrations of his arguments we 
muſt for the preſent poſtpone. On the celebrated pafſ- 
ſage of Mr. Burke, that Kings were naturally fond of 
low company, and that Lords were only low buffoons, 
he made a ſevere comment.—ſt was a ſcandalous aſper- 
ſion on the King, and on the Nobility ; but theſe aſſo- 
ciators might write, though they would ſuffer no one to 
write but themſelves, and yet, forſooth, theſe aſſocia- 
tors called themſelves lawyers, though ſo ignorant of 
the character and delicacy of the law, as to propagate 
every ſpecies of prejudice againſt this man, and to create 
| ſuch a hue and cry againſt him, that if he had been 
ſtained with blood inſtead of ink; if he had been de- 
graded by the crimes that make ' bomanity abhorrent, 
ought not to have been raiſed againſt him in the mo- 
ment of his trial; ſuch a clamour, that even he was al- 
moſt beat down and abaſhed by the roar. Even iy the 
Houſe of Parliament he was ſtigmatiſed by name, but 
he had delivered his opinion ms the ſpirit and .inde- 
pendence 
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pendence that became a profeſſional man, determine. 

not to ſhrink from his duty, whatever might be the ha- 
] zard, Theſe aſſociators had with equal ignorance faid, 
. that the great Harrington was as great a thief, and as 
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obſcure a ruffian, even as Paine. Who was Harrington? 
It might have ſatisfied them to have read his pedigree 3 
he was deſcended from eight Dukes, three Marquiſſes, 
ſeventy Earls, twenty-ſeven Viſcounts, and thirty-ſix 


y Barons, of which number ſixteen were Knights of the 
5 Garter. Will not this do, faid Mr. Erſkine, even for 
5 this time? In a court of Germany it would be deciſive; 
4 but what was better than his deſcent, was his conduct. 
5 He was the faithful ſervant of his maſter Charles; ; he 
* was à man of ſuch undoubted honour, that he avowed his 
t, republican principles, yet retained the confidence and 
e affection of his maſter. © I know not,” ſays Toland, 
h „ which moſt to commend ; the King for truſting an 
* honeſt man, though of Republican principles, or Har- 
1 rington for owing his principles while he ſerved a 
85 King.” How did he ſerve him? He ſtaid in the Ile 
5 of Wight, to watch the fortune of his Royal Maſter; he 
1 came up by ſtealth, concealed in the boot of a coach, | 
ſe to take his laſt farewel of him ; he fell into his arms, 
re and fainted at his feet on whe ſcaffold. After Charles 
* death, he wrote the famous Oceana, and, in the work, 
of pays a tribute of truth to the virtues of his unfortunme 
5, Sovereign, and aſcribes his misfortunes to the feeble 
„ nature of a monarchy. Mr. Erſkine ſtated the intereſt- 
by ing anecdote, by which he recovered his Oceana from 
to the gripe of Cromwell. He applicd to his favourite 
. daughter, and ſeeing her infant at her fide, He ſnatched 
of it up in his arms, and run away; alarmed for its fate, 
te the mother followed him m. I have ſeized your child,” 
ate ſaid Harrington, « your father has ſeized mine. I re- 
St ſtore to you. your child; ſupplicate your father to reſtore 
"Y my child. - The daughter ſupplicated, and Cromwell 
ot, yielded, © If any Government. „ ſaid Cromwell, © be 
ho made to tang, it will not be battered down by paper 
SY ſhot,” After various other quotations from Monteſ- * 
the quieu, Milton, and other claſſics, he made a warm and 
WY affecting concluſion. Dod not think that Engliſhmen | 
1 are to be bent to your ae by this froward obus 
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Be to their faults a little blind 
Be to their virtues very;kind— 
Let all their thoughts by unconfin'd, 
8 And clap your padlock on the mind. 


Engage them by their affections, convince their rea- 
ſon, and they will be loyal from the only principle that 
can make loyalty ſincere, vigorous, or rational, a con- 


viction that it is their trueſt intereſt, and that their form 


of government is for their common good. Conſtraint 
is the natural parent of reſiſtance, and this is no new 
doctrine. In all times where one ſide has been tyran- 


nical, the other has been refractory. You muſt all re- 


member, Gentlemen, Lucian's pleaſant ſtory; Jupiter 
and a Countryman were walking together, converſing 
with great freedom and familiarity upon the ſubjects of 
heaven and earth. The countryman liſtened with at- 
tention and acquieſcence, while Jupiter ſtrove only to 
convince him, but happening to hint a doubt, Jupiter 
turned haftily round, and ihreatened him with his thunder 
“ Ah! ha!” fays the countryman, now, Jupiter. 


I know that you are wrong; you're always wrong when 


you-appeal to your thunder.” 

The Attorney General roſe to reply; but Mr. Camp- 
bell, the foreman of the Jury, ſaid, he was inſtructed 
by his brother jurors to ſay, that he might ſave himſelf 
the trouble of any obſervations, unleſs he thought other- 


. wife himſelf, and for that they were ſatisfied. The At- 


torney General ſat down, and the Jury immediately 
gave a verdict of Guiliy. | | 

Several perſons in Court inſtantly hiſſed the verdict; 
upon whieh there was heard a cry of © take them into 


cuſtody.” Some tumult enſued; and as Mr, Erſkine 


was at that moment pafling through the crowd to leave 
the Court, much apprehenfion was entertained for his 


ſafety. His friends and the public having been inform- 


ed of many anonymous threatening letters which he had 


received, ruſhed out after him, to protect him from any 


violence. When they arrived at his carriage, they be- 
held, with ſurpriſe, an immenſe concourſe of people cry- 
ing out, Erſkine for ever;” © Erſkine and the Rights 
of Juries!” *© Erſkine and the liberty of the Preſs.” 
They infifted upon taking his horſes from his carriage, 


and 


buzzas of the people, who had filled the Inn, and who 
diſperſed peaceably within five minutes afterwards. | 
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3 
and drawing him themſelves in triumph to his houſe in 
Serjeant's Inn. Mr Erſkine intreated they would per- 
mit him to go home in his uſual way. He ſtated, that 
he was exhauſted by the fatigue of his buſineſs: that he 
was ſenſible of the honour which they propoſed to him, 
but that they would do him the greateſt favour by per- 
mitting his horſes to remain in the carriage. All his 
intreaties and remonſtrances were in vain: the horſes 
were unharneſſed; the crowd preſſed on to the carriage 
they ſeized the traces, and led him through King: ſtreet, 
amidſt the univerſal acclamations of the people. As he 
proceeded through Cheapſide, the crowd increaſed ; the 
air was rent with the cry of © Erſkine and the Liberty 
of the Preſs.” All the windows were thrown open; 
the Ladies waved their handkerchiefs, crying out, God 
bleſs you Erſkine 3 God bleſs you my dear Erikine,?? ._ 
Voices were heard from the Gentlemen at ſome win- 
dows, and in the ſtreets, ſhouting © D—m Tom Paine, 
but Erſkine for ever and the Liberty of the Preſs; the 
King, the Conſtitution, and Erfkine for ever.” The 
throng was ſo great at Fleet market, that he was de- 
tained ſome time. Several perſons attempted to get on 
the top of his carriage, repeating ** The King, Con- 
ſtitution, and Erſkine for ever.“ We were unable to 
hear the whole of what he ſaid, but we diſtinctly heard 

him ſay, God bleſs our moſt gracious Sovereign; you 
have the beſt of Kings---love him for ever, and all his 
Royal offspring.” When he arrived at Serjeants' Inn, 
he made a low bow, and entered his houſe amidit the 


THE END. 


